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GOOJ>  PHOGJteSS  AT  UAM  CONVSNTION 


UTHBHIDGS  HOST  CITY 

Mayor  D.B.  Hunter  of  Athabasca  was  elected  President  of  the 
Union  of  Alberta  Municipalities  at  the  closing  session  of  the  56th 
annual  convention  of  the  organization  held  at  Lethbridge,  October 
26  -  28.  First  Vice-President  is  Mayor  Harry  Hays  of  Calgary,  while 
Mayor  Ken  Newman  of  Jasper  Place  will  serve  as  Second  Vice- 
President.  Ernie  Newman  will  carry  on  temporarily  as  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

In  addition  to  the  Honorary  President  Dr.  F.M.  Smith,  Alderman 
of  Camrose,  the  executive  for  1960  -  61  are  Alderman  Bruce  Watson, 
Calgary;  Mayor  A.W.  Shackleford,  Lethbridge;  Mayor  E.  Roper, 
Edmonton;  Mayor  Thor  Forseth,  Peace  River;  Mayor  E.H.  Mack, 
Claresholm;  Alderman  Roy  Osborne,  Medicine  Hat,  and  Councillor 
Wes.  Jackson,  Lacombe. 

Convention  Sessions  were  held  in  Lethbridge's  splendid  Civic 
Sports  Centre  with  attendance  standing  somewhat  less  than  last  year 
at  285  delegates  and  guests.  Some  34  resolutions  were  dealt  with  , 
covering  broadly  the  whole  field  of  municipal  affairs.  Resolutions 
from  the  Towns  of  Barrhead,  Beverly,  Peace  River  and  Montgomery 
sought  greater  financial  aid  for  education  with  problems  of  rising 
educational  costs  emerging  as  a  major  theme  of  the  Convention. 
Passed  by  the  delegates  were  three  clauses  of  an  "omnibus"  resolution 
which  Alan  Macdonald,  1960  chairman  of  the  Resolutions  Committee 
termed  an  executive  submission.  First  of  these  clauses  recommended 
the  removal  of  "exemptions  now  existing  on  real  property  with  the 
  (To  Page  6) 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY  -  To  mark  his  twenty-five  years  of 
publ  ic  service,  people  of  Rocky  Mountain  House  and  district  presented 
Hon.  A.J.  Hooke,  Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs,  with  a  hand-tooled 
saddle  at  a  rally  held  in  the  town  in  August.  Mr.  Hooke  was  first 
elected  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  House  Constituency  August  22,  1935. 
Appointed  to  the  Executive  Council  as  Provincial  Secretary  in  1943, 
he  organized  the  Departmentof  Economic  Affairs  two  years  later  and 
remained  at  its  head  until  his  appointment  as  Minister  of  Municipal 
Affairs  on  August  2,  1955.  He  held  the  Public  Works  portfolio  also 
from  1952  to  1955.  (CFRN  TV  Photo) 


cm  or  THC  MONTH 


GREEN  ACRES  HERE  -  Lethbridge,  Canada's  irrigation  capital,  look- 
ing east.  Civic  Centre,  site  of  the  UAM  Convention,  shows  above 
shopping  district;  Henderson  Lake  just  below  the  horizon. 

.  .  .  HOW  IT  BEGAN 
LSTHSRIpeS 

The  first  outpost  of  white  man's  civilization  in  southern  Alberta 
was  Fort  Whoop-Up,  some  eight  miles  upstream  on  the  Old  Man  River, 
south  of  Lethbridge.  This  Fort  was  originally  named  Fort  Hamilton, 
but  was  later  christened  Fort  Whoop-Up. 

It  was  in  such  an  area  that  two  notorious  characters — Healy  and 
Hamilton — decided  to  establish  a  Fort  in  South  Alberta  territory, 
drawing  their  supplies  from  and  clearing  their  hides  and  furs  through 
Fort  Benton,  Montana. 

They  built  their  first  fort  in  1867  and  named  it  Fort  Hamilton  after 
one  of  the  partners.  It  was  during  the  wild  orgies  of  the  Indians  about 
its  wall  in  1871  that  it  was  burned  to  the  ground.  Later  in  the  same 
year  Fort  Hamilton  was  rebuilt  by  Healy  and  Hamilton.  On  one 
occasion  a  trader  returned  to  Fort  Benton  from  Fort  Hamilton  and  was 
asked  how  things  were  when  he  left,  and  he  said,  "Oh,  they're  still 
a  whoopin'  'em  up."  Popularly,  Fort  Hamilton  was  christened  Fort 
 (To  Page  8) 

Mew  couMTies  ohoanizsp 

Orders  in  Council  were  passed  in  October  setting  up  the  County 
of  Smoky  Lake  No.  13and  the  County  of  Lacombe  No.  14.  Both  will 
have  seven  electoral  divisions.  Elections  in  the  County  of  Smoky  Lake 
will  be  held  December  10  with  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  County 
Council  slated  for  January  3,  1961.  In  theCounty  of  Lacombe  election 
day  is  December  12  with  the  organizational  meeting  being  set  for 
January  3. 

First  meeting  will  see  the  newly-elected  councillors  sworn  into 
office,  the  election  of  a  chairman,  the  appointment  of  staff  and  the 
setting  up  of  various  committees.  Chief  of  these  are  school  and  mun- 
icipal committees,  each  of  which  in  the  new  counties  may  consist  of 
three  or  all  members  of  the  County  Council.  o 
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WHAT'S  IN  A  NAMS! 

We  may  not  be  reaching  everybody  when  we  say  there's  endless 
drama  and  romance  in  place-names.  For  those  who  may  wonder  what 
we  hove  in  mind  we're  prepared  to  enlarge  on  the  point  at  almost 
any  length  ...  thanks  to  "Place-Names  of  Alberta",  a  splendid 
publication  from  which  we've  quoted  before  now. 

With  notable  exceptions,  the  name  of  a  place  is  obviously  as  old 
as  Its  ruins  and  is  in  fact  the  significant  beginning  of  its  history  . 
Place-names  in  other  lands  were  old  before  the  dawn  of  civilization 
.  . .  whatever  that  cliche  may  mean.  Consider  Biblical  names,  for  a 
moment.  Who  decided  it  should  be  called  the  "Garden  of  Eden"? 
What  is  the  origin  of  the  word  "Gal  I  ilee'?  And  if  there  ever  was  such 
a  place  as  "Atlantis"  who  chose  its  name? 

These  and  a  thousand  such  questionsmust  remain  unanswered,  but 
content  to  nibble  on  the  veriest  fringe  of  knowledge,  we  can  indeed 
ascertain  where  some  of  our  own  place-names  originated.  Some  of 
course  (like  the  Indian  mother  seeking  a  name  for  her  child)  are  des- 
criptive. As  an  example  here  we  I  ike  Beauval  Ion  ...  Beautiful  Valley 
...  so  called  because  it  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  valley  of  the 
North  Saskatchewan  River.  Grassy  Lake,  Driftpile,  Hill  Spring,  Big 
Valley,  High  Prairie  . . .  these  and  many  more  are  self-explanatory. 

Forty  Mile  needs  a  note  to  say  it  is  named  for  a  coulee  of  about 
the  same  length.  Irricana  may  puzzle  some,  but  not  after  we  learn  it 
was  built  on  a  C .  P.  R.  irrigation  canal . 

Many  Alberta  names  echo  those  in  older  countries  and  reveal  a 
nostalgia  for  other  days.  Edmonton,  named  for  a  suburb  of  London,  is 
an  outstanding  example.  We  don't  know  much  about  John  Pruden  be- 
yond the  fact  that  he  came  from  Edmonton,  England,  and  worked  for 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  here,  but  it  was  as  a  compliment  to  him 
that  George  Sutherland  named  our  capital.  Lomond  (after  the  lake  in 
Scotland),  Vilna  (for  a  town  in  Galicia),  Morn ingside  (after  a  suburb 
of  Edinburgh),  Acadia  Valley  (settled  in  1910  by  Nova  Scotians)  , 
Camrose  (for  a  town  in  Pembrokeshire,  Wales),  New  Dayton  (after 
Dayton,  Ohio)  are  just  a  few  of  many  other  Alberta  centres  getting 
their  names  in  this  way. 

One  of  the  most  popular  choices  of  place-names  has  been  in 
honor  of  our  pioneers.  We  think  of  Fort  Macleod  (Lt.  Col.  J.F.  Mac- 
leod,  N.W.M.  P.  Commissioner  who  established  the  Fort  in  1874  was 
called  "Bull's  Head"  by  the  Indians  because  he  had  a  buffalo  head 
over  the  door  of  his  residence).  Another  notable  example  here  is 
Lacombe,  named  for  the  Oblate  missionary  who  came  to  Alberta  in 
1852  and  died  at  Midnapore  in  1916  at  the  age  of  89. 

In  this  vein  also  are  Alberta  centres  named  for  a  single  member 
of  a  family.  Coleman  was  named  byA.C.  Flumerfelt  of  the  Inter- 
national Coal  and  Coke  Company,  after  his  youngest  daughter.  Ray- 
mond got  its  name  to  honor  Jesse  Knight's  eldest  son.  Hemaruka  hit 
the  jackpot  when  it  was  named  jointly  after  Helen,  Margaret,  Ruth 
and  Kathleen,  daughters  of  A.E.  Warren,  sometime  general  manager 
of  the  Canadian  National  Railways. 

Not  that  it  matters  a  whit,  but  some  Alberta  names  memorialize 


errors.  In  this  category  Onoway  is  said  to  be  a  misspelling  of  the 
character  in  Longfellow's  "Hiawatha"  .  Lousana,  while  probably  not  a 
deliberate  error,  is  a  contraction  of  Louisiana.  From  our  source  we 
find  that  Gleichen  was  named  after  Count  Gleichen  which  (accord- 
ing to  his  son)  should  be  pronounced  "Glaikhen"  with  the  "kh"  breathed 
as  the  last  two  letters  in  "loch". 

Well,  this  could  go  on  and  on.  But  perhaps  we'vemade  our  point 
about  the  drama  and  romance  in  place-names.  By  the  way,  Zetland, 
Alberta,  was  named  after  a  hamlet  in  Huron  County,  Ontario.  Can 
anyone  describe  its  location?  # 

MOnS  ABOUT  NEW  BRUNSWICK 

The  Province  of  New  Brunswick  is  divided  into  fifteen  counties, 
each  of  which  is  a  separate  municipality.  Within  the  counties  there 
are  six  cities,  twenty  towns  and  one  village,  each  incorporated  as 
a  separate  municipality  functioning  under  general  or  special  Acts. 

Sixty-one  Local  Improvement  Districts  and  twelve  commissions 
have  been  incorporated  in  the  counties  for  special  services  such  as 
fire  protection,  water  and  sewerage,  street  lighting,  etc.  These  pro- 
vide services  in  rural  areas  and  are  authorized  to  levy  taxation  for 
the  several  purposes. 

Fourteen  of  the  fifteen  counties  (or  rural  municipalities)  have 
adopted  the  County  School  Finance  System,  Restigouche  County  being 
the  one  exception.  In  these  fourteen  counties  tax  levies  for  support 
of  the  school  system  are  made  by  the  County  and  paid  to  the  County 
School  Finance  Board  who  account  for  same. 

Five  city  school  boards  are  in  operation,  the  City  of  Lancaster 
coming  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  School  Finance  Board  of 
Saint  John  County.  The  City  of  Edmundston  Board  levies  and  collects 
the  school  tax  whereas  theCitiesof  Campbellton,  Fredericton,  Monc- 
ton,  and  Saint  John  are  responsible  for  the  School  Board  budget. 

Seventeen  school  boards  function  in  twenty  towns.  The  towns  of 
St.  Leonard  and  St.  George  come  under  the  County  School  Finance 
System  of  their  respective  counties  while  two  boards  are  found  in 
Bathurst  for  the  fiscal  year  1959.  The  school  board  of  Bathurst,  Dal- 
housie.  Grand  Falls  and  Sussex  levy  and  collect  the  school  tax  while 
the  town  rate  provides  for  the  school  budget  in  other  instances. 

A  total  of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  units  comprise  the  municipal 
system  of  the  province  and  no  part  remains  outside  of  some  municipal 
authority. 

The  valuation  of  property  for  tax  purposes  for  the  year  1959  is 
reported  at  $529,680,086,  an  increase  of  $19,356,418  over  the  year 
1958,  equivalent  to  an  increase  of  3.79  per  cent.  Some  re-valuation 
has  taken  place  during  the  year  and  an  effort  has  been  made  to  pro- 
vide a  more  realistic  determination  of  value. 

o  DMA  (New  Brunswick)  Annual  Report  , 


 THIS  MONTH  

The  NEW  BRUNSWICK  COUNTY  SYSTEM 

By  Edwin  G.  Allen,  Deputy  Minister,  DMA,  N.B  3 

COMPARISON  of  GRANTS  &  TAXES  -  1959  (Towns  &  Cities) 

Compiled  by  T.  D.  Bruce,  Statistician,  DMA   4  and  5 

LETHBRIDGE  -  How  it  Began  (First  of  Two  Parts) 

From  an  Industrial  Development  Branch  Survey  1 

Secretary's  Calendar  ...8 

*  *  *  * 


He:  I  want  you  to  know  I've  got  a  yen  for  you. 
She:    How  much  is  that  in  Canadian  money? 


The  Alberta  Municipal  Counsellor 
Published  monthly  by  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs,  Government  of  the  Province  of 
Alberta,  the  Municipal  Counsellor  is  intended  to  serve  those  persons  who  have  interested 
themselves  in  various  aspects  of  local  government.  Material  may  be  reprinted  without  res- 
triction but  a  credit  line  iS  appreciated.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  publication,  and  persons 
desirous  of  receiving  it  should  send  the  request  to: 

The  Alberta  Municipal  Counsellor, 
Department  of  Municipal  Affairs, 
Edmonton,  Alberta. 


IN  FLANDERS  FIELDS 

In  Flanders  fields  the  poppies  blow 

Between  the  crosses,  row  on  row. 

That  mark  our  place;  and  in  the  sky 
The  larks,  still  bravely  singing  fly 

Scarce  heard  amind  the  guns  below. 

We  are  the  Dead.  Short  days  ago 

We  lived,  felt  dawn,  saw  sunset  glow. 

Loved  and  were  loved,  and  now  we  lie 

In  Flanders  fields. 

Take  up  our  quarrel  with  the  foe; 
To  you  from  failing  hands  we  throw 

The  torch;  be  yours  to  hold  it  high. 

If  ye  break  faith  with  us  who  die 
We  shall  not  sleep,  though  poppies  grow 

In  Flanders  fields. 

o  Lt.  Col.  John  McCrae 
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THE  NSW  SftUMSWtCK  COUNTY  SYSTSM 

BY  EDWIN  G.  ALLEN,    DEPUTY  MINISTER, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  MUNICIPAL  AFFAIRS,  N.  B. 


Until  1855  local  government  in  the  counties  of  New  Brunswick 
was  carried  on  by  justices  of  the  peace.  In  1855  the  Legislature  gave 
the  right  to  a  majority  of  ratepayers  upon  property  to  establish  a  mun- 
icipality in  any  county.  Since  1855  fifteen  counties  have  thus  become 
incorporated  by  charter  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  or  by  an 
Act  of  Assembly.  The  counties  are  bodies  politic  and  corporate  under 
The  Counties  Act.  In  each  there  is  a  county  council  which  exercises 
all  the  powers  of  the  body  corporate. 

Each  county  is  divided  into  parishes,  the  boundaries  of  which  are 
defined  in  The  Territorial  Divisions  Act.  The  council  of  the  county 
consists  of  two  councillors  elected  from  each  parish  (there  are  a  few 
exceptions  by  special  legislation).  Moreover,  each  incorporated  city, 
town  or  village  (except  the  City  of  Fredericton)  situated  within  a 
municipality  is  represented  on  the  county  council  generally  by  one 
or  more  ex-officio  members  who  are  generally  members  of  the  city, 
town  or  village  council. 

To  be  a  county  councillor  a  person  must  have  the  following 
qualifications: 

1 .  be  a  Canadian  citizen; 

2.  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  parish  or  have  a  place  of  business 
therein; 

3.  be  a  resident  of  the  county; 

4.  be  21  years  of  age; 

5.  be  able  to  read  and  write; 

6.  own  freehold  real  estate  in  the  county  to  the  value  of  $900  as 
determined  by  the  current  year's  assessment  list  over  and  a- 
bove  Incumbrances;  or 

7.  possess  real  estate  (leasehold)  for  his  own  use  to  the  value  of 
$1 ,  800  as  determined  by  the  current  year's  assessment  I  ist  over 
and  above  incumbrances;  or 

8.  own  personal  property  to  the  value  of  $2,000  as  determined 
by  the  current  year's  assessment  list;  and 

9.  has  paid  all  parish  and  county  rates  assessed  against  nim  up  to 
and  including  the  year  immediately  preceding  the  year  in 
which  the  election  is  held. 

By  by-law  a  council  may  also  require  a  deposit  not  exceeding 
$50. 00  from  each  candidate.  This  amount  is  refundable  to  a  candidate 
if  elected,  or  if  he  polls  at  least  one-half  the  numberof  votes  polled 
by  the  elected  candidate,  or  if  he  withdraws. 

WHO  MAY  VOTE 

To  vote  in  a  county  election  a  person  must  be  21  years  of  age  , 
be  a  Canadian  citizen,  be  a  resident  of  the  parish  and  be  a  rate- 
payer on  poll  or  personal  property  to  the  value  of  $100  or  on  real 
estate  to  any  amount. 

In  some  counties,  by  special  legislation  all  persons  who  are 
qualified  to  vote  in  a  provincial  election  may  vote  in  a  county 
election. 

Councils  general  ly  meet  twice  each  year,  the  dates  of  which  are 
stated  in  the  Act.  However,  by  by-law  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Municipal  Affairs,  a  council  may  meet  annually,  thrice-annual  ly  , 
quarterly  or  monthly. 

Of  the  fifteen  counties,  twelve  elect  their  councillors  quad- 
rennially and  three  biennially.  The  warden  of  the  county  is  elected 
from  council  members  with  the  length  of  his  term  determined  by  by- 
law —  usually  one  or  two  years. 

By  by-law  the  council  may  authorize  a  per  diem  allowance  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  dol  lars  to  councillors  for  attendance  at  council 
meetings  or  committee  meetings  plus  mileage  of  ten  cents  per  mile 
for  every  mile  necessarily  travelled  by  a  council  lor  between  hishome 
and  the  county  courthouse  for  the  purpose  of  attending  any  general, 
special  or  committee  meeting  of  the  council.  In  lieu  of  the  per  diem 
allowance,  the  council  may,  by  by-law  provide  for  an  annual  allow- 
ance to  each  councillor  not  exceeding  $300. 

The  council  shall  appoint  a  secretary-treasurer,  who  shall  be 


secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  mun  Ic  ipal  ity;  or  may  appolntone  person 
to  be  secretary  and  another  to  be  treasurer.  Such  officers  continue  in 
office  until  their  successors  are  appointed. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  year  is  the  annual  meeting  and  at  this 
meeting  the  budget  must  be  adopted  and  most  county  and  parish  off  icers 
are  appointed. 

COUNTY  ASSESSMENT 

Counties  in  New  Brunswick  use  the  parish  as  the  assessment  unit. 
General  county  costs  and  ordinary  school  costs  are  apportioned  among 
the  parishes  on  the  basis  of  figures  established  by  statutory  revalu- 
ations made  every  five  or  ten  years  or  upon  the  basis  of  the  previous 
year's  assessment  roll  for  the  various  units.  Incorporated  cities  and 
towns  in  general  share  in  onlya  few  county  costs  such  as  adm  inistration 
of  justice,  capital  costs  and  repair  and  maintenance  to  county  build- 
ings, etc.,  ascitiesand  towns  are  separate  municipalities  and  are 
responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  most  municipal  functions  within 
their  boundaries. 

A  council  may,  by  by-law,  establish  a  board  of  assessors  as 
fol  lows: 

1.  A  chairman  and  vice-chairman  for  the  county  plus  one  parish 
assessor; 

2.  A  chairman  for  the  county  plus  two  parish  assessors;  and, 

3.  A  chairman  plus  two  additional  assessors  for  the  county. 

The  legislation  rrau  ires  at  least  a  chairman  for  the  entire  county . 
The  purpose  of  this  is  to  arrive  at  uniformity  of  assessment  levels  among 
the  parishes.  A  chairman  of  assessors  for  the  county  may  be  dismissed 
only  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  council. 

The  counci  1  may  appoint  a  collector  of  taxes  for  the  entire  county, 
a  collector  for  each  parish  or  a  collector  for  each  electoral  district 
where  a  parish  is  divided  into  two  or  more  such  districts.  A  collector 
appointed  for  the  entire  county  may  be  dismissed  only  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  council. 

The  secretary-treasurer,  the  chairman  of  assessors  for  the  county, 
the  vice-chairman  of  assessors  for  the  county  and  the  collector  of 
taxes  for  the  entire  county  and  welfare  officers  for  the  county  are 
county  officers. 

In  addition  to  county  officers  there  are  parish  officers  such  as 
assessors,  constables,  col  lectors,  clerks,  fence  viewers,  pound  keepers, 
fiel d  drivers,  wharfingers,  etc. 
AUTHORITY  OF  COUNCIL 

The  Counties  Act  makes  provision  for  a  council  to  make  by-laws 
relative  to  administration  and  good  government  of  the  county.  A  few 
of  these  provisions  are: 

1.  election  of  council lors; 

2.  the  trying  of  contested  elections; 

3.  defining  the  duties  of  parish  and  county  officers; 

4.  assessing  and  appropriating  all  moneys  authorized  by  law  to 
be  raised;  (To  Page  6) 


For  the  second  time  we  welcome  Edwin  G .  Al  len,  M.  A, , 
Deputy  Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs,  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  to  The  COUNSELLOR.  With  renewed  activity 
relating  to  counties  in  Alberta,  his 
description  of  the  organization  and 
administration  of  eastern  counties  is 
of  special  interest  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Allan  was  born  March  8, 
1920,  at  Scotch  Settlement,  York 
County,  N.B,  His  B.  A.  and  M.  A. 
degrees  in  teaching  obtained  from 
the  University  of  New  Brunswick,  he 
taught  school  in  his  native  province 
for  14  years.  Entering  the  civil  serv- 
ice in  1953  as  director  of  the  planning  branch,  Mr.  Allen 
was  appointed  Deputy  Minister  three  years  later.  He  is  also 
chairman  of  the  Provincial  Planning  Board  and  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Equalization  and  Appeal  Board. 
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NEW  BRUNSWICK  COUNTY  SYSTEM 
(From  Page  3) 

5.  collection  of  tolls,  rates  and  county  revenues; 

6.  I icensing  of  circuses,  shows,  etc.; 

7.  licensing  of  non-resident  workers; 

8.  controlling  of  public  nuisances; 

9.  management  of  gaols;  and 

10.  imposing  and  collecting  dog  taxes. 

With  the  exception  of  one,  all  counties  operate  their  schools 
under  the  provisions  of  The  County  Schools  Finance  Act.  All  money 
to  be  raised  for  ordinary  school  expenditures  through  the  medium  of 
taxes  is  assessed  and  collected  by  the  county.  It  is  spread  across  the 
county  as  are  other  county  expenses  on  the  basis  of  the  valuation  of 
the  parish  as  determined  by  the  statutory  revaluation  or  on  the  basis 
of  the  previous  year's  assessment,  both  of  which  have  been  already 
mentioned.  Each  district  must  bear  the  capital  costs  of  its  own  school 
less  provincial  construction  grants.  This  is  referred  to  as  the  supple- 
mentary budget  but  it  too  is  levied  and  collected  by  the  county  upon 
the  individual  school  districts. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  county  expenses,  ordinary  school  ex- 
penses and  supplementary  school  expenses,  there  are  some  expend- 
itures, such  as  fire  protection,  which  are  charged  to  one  parish  or 
part  of  a  parish.  Thus,  in  the  counties  of  New  Brunswick  there  are 
parish  rates  which  vary  considerably  from  parish  to  parish, 

A  county  council  may  impose 

(a)  a  poll  tax  fixed  at  not  less  than  $3.00  nor  more  than  $10.00 
or  calculated  at  an  equal  rate  forone-sixth  of  the  sum  to  be  raised  on 
oil  inhabitants  between  the  ages  of  21  and  60  residing  in  the  county 
at  any  time  during  the  assessment  period  (January  1  -  April  30)  ex- 
cept paupers  and  female  persons  or  students  whose  income  in  the  pre- 
vious year  was  less  than  $800. 

(b)  a  property  tax  calculated  at  an  equal  rate  with  respect  to  each 
parish  on  all  real  estate  situated  in  the  county  and  on  all  personal 
property. 

Regarding  personal  property,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
county  may  assess  all  personal  property,  within  or  without  the  county, 
owned  by  a  resident  of  the  county  and  all  personal  property  within  the 
county  owned  by  a  non-resident  of  the  Province  and  all  personal 
property  within  the  county  owned  by  a  resident  of  the  Province  and  all 
personal  property  within  the  county  owned  by  a  resident  of  the  Pro- 
vince when  it  is  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  unit  in  which  the  owner 
resides. 

County  tax  rolls  must  be  completed  by  the  assessor  and  be  filed 
with  the  county  secretary  by  June  1.  Taxes  become  due  six  days  after 
the  demand  is  made.  The  council  may,  by  by-law,  allow  discounts 
not  exceeding  five  per  cent  on  taxes  paid  before  certain  dates  and  by 
resolution  may  charge  interest  not  exceeding  one  per  cent  per  month 
on  taxes  when  due  or  at  such  later  date  as  the  council  determines. 

Appeals  against  assessments  must  be  made  first  to  the  assessors 
within  one  month  after  the  demand  for  taxes  is  made  and  secondly  to 
a  county  court  judge  or  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Brunswick  or  a 
judge  thereof  within  one  month  after  the  assessors  render  a  decision. 

TAX  COLLECTION 

After  taxes  becomedue,  a  collectormay  take  the  following  steps 
to  collect  taxes: 

1 .  sue  in  his  own  name  a  taxpayer  by  an  action  for  debt; 

2.  proceed  under  The  Garnishee  Act; 

3.  apply  to  a  magistrate  for  an  execution  against  a  taxpayer's 
good  and  chattels;  and 

4.  apply  to  the  county  secretary  for  a  warrant  against  the  tax- 
payer's real  estate. 

Real  estate,  however,  may  not  be  sold  for  delinquent  taxes  for 
one  year  after  the  demand  for  taxes  ismade.  The  delinquent  also  has 
one  year  from  the  date  of  sale  to  redeem  any  real  estate  sold  by  pay- 
ing the  purchaser  115  per  cent  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Control  of  Municipalities  Act  the  Com- 
missionermay  regulate  the  system  of  estimates,  accounting  and  audit- 
ing, compiling  of  statistics,  etc.  The  audit  report  of  the  county  must 
be  received  by  the  Department  not  later  than  February  15  of  each 
year. 

If  a  county  finds  itself  in  financial  difficulties,  an  inspector  or  a 
supervisor  may  be  appointed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council 


to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  County, 
BORROWING 

Counties  must  apply  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  authority  to 
borrow  for  capital  expenditures.  All  counties  may  borrow  temporarily 
one-half  of  the  amount  which  they  must  pay  to  the  County  Schools 
Finance  Board.  In  addition,  by  special  legislation  several  counties 
have  acquired  extra  temporary  borrowing  power.  Generally  all  amounts 
borrowed  temporarily  must  be  repaid  by  October  31  of  the  year  in 
which  the  borrowing  is  made. 

Tax  concessions  may  be  granted  by  municipal  ities  under  the  pro- 
visions of  The  Municipal  Tax  Act.  The  concession  must  be  based  on  a 
percentage  of  the  annual  parish  warrant,  be  limited  five  years  and 
receive  the  approval  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council. 

There  is  no  uniformity  of  salary  scales  for  municipal  officials; 
each  council  determines  the  salary  of  each  individual  who  is  employed 
by  the  county  or  parish.  ^ 

UAM  56th  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
(From  Page  1) 

exception  of  church  property  used  for  purposes  of  worship  and  school 
property  supported  by  public  funds."  Second  clause  to  be  approved 
asked  for  the  imposition  of  "a  tax  upon  companies  who  transport  by 
pipeline  the  natural  resources  of  Alberta"  as  well  as  a  similar  tax  on 
power  companies. 

Clauses  of  the  resolution  suggesting  an  "income  tax  surtax"  as 
well  as  a  "3%  sales  tax  for  education  purposes"  were  rejected  but  on 
a  split  vote  the  convention  recommended  the  adoption  of  "a  plan 
whereby  education  be  seton  a  fixedmill  rate  and  acceptable  standards 
comparable  to  The  Hospital  Benefits  Act  and  that  the  Province  dev- 
elop any  new  sources  of  revenue  it  sees  fit  to  meet  the  increased 
provincial  contribution". 

NOTABLE  ADDRESSES 

Proceedings  of  the  Convention  were  featured  by  a  number  of 
notable  addresses  with  most  speakers  being  questioned  closely.  Official 
opening  address  was  by  J.  C.  Landeryou,  M.  L.  A.  with  delegates  being 
welcomedto  the  city  by  Mayor  A.W.  Shackleford,  This  was  followed 
by  fraternal  greetings  from  Gordon  Moyer,  Vice-President  of  the 
Alberta  Association  of  Municipal  Districts,  and  President  Dr.  F.M  . 
Smith's  report. 

Mayor  J.  M.  McAfee  of  Red  Deer  reported  briefly  on  the  activities 
of  the  Provincial-Municipal  Advisory  Committee  which,  he  said,  had 
been  giving  close  study  to  a  number  of  proposals  designed  to  help  meet 
the  needs  of  local  government  in  this  Province. 

A  sombre  note  was  struck  by  Ernest  Tyler,  deputy  co-ordinotor  of 
the  Alberta  Emergency  Measures  Organization.  The  East  and  the  West 
are  both  in  possession  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  he  said,  and 
Canada  sits  geographically  in  the  middle.  The  lives  of  many  people 
will  depend  upon  there  being  time  for  voluntary  dispersal  of  our 
principal  cities,  he  warned,  adding  that  every  level  of  government 
must  share  responsibil  ity  in  the  matter  of  survival.  He  advocated  that 
families  provide  themselves  with  shelters  as  protection  against  radio- 
active fall-out. 

A  conducted  tour  of  the  Canadian  Sugar  Factories  huge  plant  at 
Taber  and  a  buffet  dinner  tendered  by  the  Town  of  Taber  completed 
the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Hon.  A,R.  Patrick,  Provincial  Secretary  and  Minister  of  Industry 
and  Development;  Mayor  Ross  Ellis  of  High  River;  Mayor  McAfee  of 
Red  Deer  and  Gordon  Moyer,  as  membersof  the  Provincial-Municipal 
Advisory  Committee  conducted  a  panel  discussion  ofJndustrial  and 
utility  taxation  Thursday  morning.  Mr.  Patrick  went  back  to  1954 
when  he  and  Ray  Reierson,  now  Minister  of  Labour,  introduced  a 
motion  supporting  an  industrial  tax  into  the  Legislature.  He  said  the 
proposal  has  been  widely  discussed,  especially  since  bills  incorpor- 
ating the  idea  had  been  introduced  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature. These  bills  were  designed  "to  start  the  ball  rolling"  and  al- 
though the  studies  are  not  yet  complete,  the  Minister  said  excellent 
progress  is  being  made. 

Mayor  Ellis  reminded  delegates  that  appointments  to  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  recommended  by  the  Union  and  ratified  by  Order-in- 
Council.  He  said  he  and  Mayor  McAfee  were  not  representing  any 
particular  city  but  rather  were  working  for  the  benefit  of  every  in- 
dividual in  the  Province.  (Next  Page) 
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Mayor  Soetaert  of  Morinvi  I  le  said  his  people  had  "  al  ways  opposed" 
the  Industrial  Tax  and  wondered  if  the  Committee  had  explored  other 
possibilities  such  as  perhaps  giving  smaller  grants  for  municipalities 
with  industries.  Mr.  Patrick  and  Mr.  Ellis  both  stated  the  Committee 
hod  been  looking  at  many  alternatives. 

Mayor  Hunter  of  Athabasca  mode  two  points:  First  he  asked  con- 
sideration for  a  district  supplying  raw  materials  and  second  he  felt  the 
word  "grant"  was  wrong  inasmuch  as  "the  money  belongs  to  us". 

A  "completely  new  approach"  was  suggested  byMayorBill  Switzer 
of  Hinton.  His  thought  was  that  a  tax  of  25  mills  on  real  property 
might  be  levied  by  the  Province  with  school  requisitions  being  made 
direct  to  the  Department  of  Education. 

Mayor  El  I  is  urged  delegates  to  think  of  a  standard  province-wide 
mill  rate  for  education  costs.  "We've  been  looking  at  it,"  he  said. 
Mayor  Soetaert  and  Mayor  Newman  both  expressed  favor  for  the 
proposal . 

GREATER  ECONOMY  NEEDED 

Alderman  Grant  MacEwan  and  Hon.  A.R.  Patrick  both  stressed 
the  need  for  greater  economy  in  municipal  spending  in  major  addresses 
on  Thursday.  In  a  luncheon  meeting  Mr.  MacEwan  recal  led  that  debt 
was  "a  bit  immoral"  in  his  early  training  and  warned  against  "abandon- 
ment of  responsibility"  in  the  field  of  government  spending.  Admitting 
that  high  costs  were  due  to  demands  for  services  from  the  public,  he 
said  individuals  as  well  as  governments  should  try  to  live  within  their 
means  and  expressed  alarm  at  the  increase  in  debt  both  here  and  across 
the  line.  "Perhaps  economy  in  spending  might  become  populat."  he 
concluded. 

Theme  of  Mr.  Patrick's  address  at  the  evening  banquet  tendered 
delegates  by  the  City  of  Lethbridge  was  "Can  We  Afford  It?"  His  sub- 
title was  CD.  Howe's  famous  retort,  "What'sa  Million?"  He  said 
the  Provincial  Government  considers  every  request  for  service  on  the 
basis  of  whether  we  can  afford  it  and  must  exercise  strict  controls  in 
order  to  keep  costs  down.  Even  at  that,  he  said,  projections  made  for 
the  Gordon  Report  five  years  ago  were  exceeded  by  more  than 
$100,000,000  this  year.  Without  any  increase  in  present  services  he 
saw  expenditures  increasing  by  $350, 000, 000  over  the  next  five  years. 
Although  the  Minister  said  he  wasn't  suggesting  the  Province  was  in 
danger  of  financial  ruin,  he  did  feel  every  level  of  government  must 
stand  firm.  At  the  sometime  he  warned  against  the  danger  of  lowering 
our  national  standard  of  living  because  the  result  might  be  to  en- 
courage communist  infiltration. 

During  the  afternoon  session,  Alex  Hughes,  President  of  the 
Association  of  Assessing  Officers,  outlined  the  development  of  his 
organization  and  urged  all  municipalities  to  retain  their  present 
powers  in  the  assessment  field.  He  said  he  had  predicted  in  1951  that 
all  municipalities  would  be  effected  by  the  growthof  our  oil  industry 
and  added  there  were  still  greater  results  to  come.  He  recommended 
the  formation  of  "assessing  zones"  with  an  adequate  staff  to  cover  as 
much  as  two  counties  or  municipal  districts.  For  the  preservation  of 
their  local  autonomy  he  urged  his  hearers  to  take  the  initiative  . 
Otherwise,  he  thought  they  might  become  merely  "agents  of  the 
Provincial  Government". 
FIELD  OF  EDUCATION 

Friday  morning  session  was  featured  by  a  panel  discussion  on  costs 
of  education  led  by  Hon.  A.O.  Aalborg,  Minister  of  Education  . 
Illustrating  the  close  relationship  existing  between  municipal  and 
educational  problems,  membersof  the  Provincial-Municipal  Advisory 
Committee  were  again  on  the  platform. 

In  his  address  Mr.  Aalborg  reviewed  the  three  types  of  school 
grants  now  used  by  his  Department.  These  were  the  main  basic  grant, 
the  equalization  grant  and  various  grants  ear-marked  for  transport- 
ation and  equipment.  Comparing  the  trend  in  grants,  he  said  they  had 
increased  from  $8,600,000  ten  years  ago  to  a  total  of  $56,700,00C 
today.  Total  of  all  Alberta  school  budgets  in  1950  was  $29,000,000. 
This  year  the  total  will  be  $102,000,000,  the  Minister  said,  with 
$115,000,000  the  estimated  figure  for  1961.  He  said  Alberta's  per 
capita  assistance  in  the  current  year  was  $44.72  ...  considerably 
more  than  other  Canadian  provinces. 

Questions  from  delegates  prefaced  by  lengthy  statements  in- 
dicated concern  for  rising  education  costs  and  interest  in  the  "standard 
mill  rate"  proposed  the  day  before.  Mr.  Aalborg  saw  considerable 
merit  in  it  as  "a  possible  alternative  of  significant  proportions".  He 
thought  the  suggested  figure  of  25  mills  was  "open  to  question"  and 
strongly  denied  the  suggestion  that  school  boards  were  "tools"  of  his 
Department. 

Other  questions  discussed  included  the  teachers'  right  to  strike 
(Must  consider  impact  on  prestige);  the  Cameron  Report  (Decision 


soon  about  certain  recommendations);  salaries  (Now  attracting  greater 
numberof  trainees  with  greater  supply  a  determining  factor  in  the  next 
year  or  two);  rating  (On  what  basis?);  howmuch  of  school  grants  from 
the  Federal  Government?  (None  of  this  money  related  to  or  ear- 
marked for  any  special  purpose);  sales  tax  (Would  hope  we  can  avoid 
this). 

Mr.  Aalborg  expressed  strong  support  for  the  Alberto  County 
System.  He  said  people  make  their  demands  for  services  to  school 
boards  and  then  complain  to munic  ipal  authorities  about  the  mill  rates 
necessitated  by  their  demands.  One  of  the  advantages  for  county 
administration,  he  declared,  is  that  it  provides  one  responsible  body 
for  both  the  levy  of  taxes  and  the  expenditure  of  public  money.  In 
answer  to  another  questioner,  Mr.  Aalborg  explained  how  efforts  are 
made  to  encourage  economy  in  school  construction  but  observed  a 
ceiling  on  costs  was  difficult  to  apply. 
THE  ROAD  AHEAD 

Hon.  Gordon  Taylor,  Minister  of  Highways,  delivered  a  stirring 
address  at  a  luncheon  meeting  on  Friday.  Taking  as  his  topic  "The 
Road  Ahead,  "  Mr.  Taylor  combined  an  explanation  of  policies  deter- 
mining the  development  of  Alberta's  highway  system  with  an  eloquent 
plea  for  an  all-out  effort  to  solve  the  problems  of  distribution .  If  this 
is  done  the  possibility  of  world  conflict  will  be  reduced,  Mr.  Taylor 
declared.  We  are  our  brother's  keeper,  he  said,  so  let's  do  everything 
we  can  to  make  our  community  better.  He  said  shortly  before  his  death 
Einstein  had  wept  because  his  mathematical  discoveries  were  being 
used  for  destruction  of  mankind  rather  than  for  constructive  purposes. 

Dealing  with  urban  highway  appropriations  Mr.  Taylor  stated  his 
Department  was  helping  to  build  arterial  roads  in  cities  where  these 
would  accelerate  through  movement  of  traffic  which  had  no  reason 
for  stopping.  He  pointed  to  Alberta's  strategic  position  for  tourists 
who  could  now  enter  Alberta  from  any  direction  and  travel  through  the 
cities  of  the  Province  without  unnecessary  delay.  A  paved  corridor 
through  Alberta  730  miles  long  was  finished  this  year. 

Mr.  Taylor  also  referred  to  multi-lane  highways  where  he  said 
the  heavy  investment  involved  would  be  wasted  unless  safety  were 
also  built  into  them.  He  said  mayors  and  local  councils  must  share  in 
the  responsibility  for  highway  safety  and  stressed  the  importance  of 
keeping  the  number  of  access  roads  to  a  minimum. 

Alberta's  street-paving  and  sidewalk  program,  the  Minister  de- 
clared, was  the  only  one  of  its  kind  ever  undertaken  in  Canada  and 
the  benefits  would  be  enjoyed  by  town  and  country  alike.  He  urged 
local  authorities  not  to  make  mistakes  trying  to  save  a  few  pennies  in 
establishing  a  building  or  grade  line.  This  was  work  for  an  engineer, 
he  said. 

The  closing  banquet  tendered  to  the  delegates  by  the  Union  of 
Alberta  Municipalities  Friday  evening  was  addressed  by  Dan  I  . 
Istvanffy,  Provincial  Statistician.  Mr.  Istvanffy  chose  to  speak  on  a 
dual  theme  relating  to  Alberta's  rapidly  growing  labor  force  and  the 
necessity  of  buying  more  Alberta-made  goods  if  we  are  to  maintain  a 
prosperous  economy.  He  saw  greater  industrialization  as  the  only 
means  of  increasing  employment  in  this  Province  and  stressed  the  need 
to  replace  some  of  the  4  billion  dollars  worth  of  goods  imported 
annually  into  Canada  with  goods  produced  here.  • 

*  *  * 

WINTER  -  STRAIGHT  AHEAD 
There's  a  vine-topped  post  in  the  pasture  lot. 
Where  the  sign  reads,  fiery  red. 
In  bold  brush  strokes  on  the  ivy  leaves, 
"Winter  -  straight  ahead.  " 

o  Esther  Kern  Thomas 


The  Lake  That  Vanishes! 

Jasper  National  Park  has  a  bewitched  sort  of  lake  which 
appears  every  spring,  stays  around  all  summer,  then  disappears 
completely  in  the  fall. 

Medicine  Lake  starts  out  in  early  spring  as  a  gravel  bed 
but  the  drainage  from  the  Maligne  system  rapidly  transforms 
it  to  a  lovely  body  of  water  five  miles  long  and  60  feet  deep. 
As  the  flow  of  water  from  Maligne  is  reasonably  constant 
throughout  the  summer  there  isn't  much  fluctuation  until  the 
cooler  nights  bring  about  a  slowdown  in  the  melting  process 
of  the  glaciers  and  snowfields.  While  Medicine  has  no  surface 
outlet  except  during  periods  of  extremely  high  water  there 
are  great  drainage  holes  in  the  lake  bottom  and  it  is  through 
these  the  waters  disappear.  It's  believed  that  all  the  water 
leaving  Medicine  through  these  underground  channels  emerges 
below  the  main  gorges  of  Maligne  Canyon,  several  miles 
away.  o  Jasper  Tourist  News 
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LeCTURSR  APPOINTED 

Appointment  of  W.  G.  Craig,  M.  A. ,  LL.  B. ,  as  lecturer  in  Public 
Administration,  Department  of  Extension,  University  of  Alberta,  was 
announced  recently  by  Duncan  Campbell,  Director.  The  appointment 
fills  the  position  held  last  year  by  Zack  Kay. 

William  Graham  Craigv(/as  born  in 
Glasgow  July  13,  1906.  A  Barrister  and 
Sol  icitor,  Mr.  Craig  obtained  his  Master 
of  Arts  and  his  Botchelorof  Laws  degrees 
at  the  University  of  Glasgow.  This  was 
followed  with  post  graduate  studies  at 
the  University  of  London  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh.  He  is  a  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Economic  Society,  London  , 
England  (F,  R.  Econ.  S.)  having  been 
elected  a  life  member  in  1931. 

Mr.  Craig  came  to  Canada  first  in 
1957  in  charge  of  a  group  of  students  . 
The  following  year  he  brought  his  wife 
and  son  Ronald  (now  attending  Strath- 
cona  Composite)  and  worked  first  in  the 
Economic  and  Research  Branch  of  the  Federal  Department  of  Labour. 
Pushing  west,  he  spent  a  year  with  the  Legal  Department  of  the  City 
of  Edmonton,  during  which  time  he  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  Law 
Society  of  Alberta. 

Mr.  Craig's  professional  experience  includes  seven  years  with  a 
law  firm  in  Glasgow,  fouryears  assistant  claims'manager  with  a  London 
insurance  company  and  twenty  years  lecturer  in  law  with  colleges  in 
his  native  Glasgow.  Co-Editor  in  the  preparation  of  "The  Law  of 
Bankruptcy  in  Scotland,"  Mr.  Craig  has  authored  numerous  articles 
appearing  in  legal  journals.  • 


W.G.  CRAIG 


SECRETARY'S 

CALENDAR 


Every  Month 

5th-Within  5  days  after  the  end  of  each  month  secretary-treasurer 
shall  prepare  statementof  monies  received  and  their  disposition,  sub- 
mit to  council  at  next  meeting  and  enter  a  copy  in  the  minutes.  Sec. 
6l(v).  (Municipal  District  Act) . 

Dec.  1  -  Final  quarter  of  Municipal  Hospital  Requisition  due  . 
(Sec.  112(5)  Municipal  Hospitals  Act). 

Dec.  1  -  Final  installment  of  Hospitalization  Benefits  Act  re- 
quisition due.  (Sec.  12  Hospitalization  Benefits  Act) . 

Dec.  15  -  Quarterly  installment  of  school  requisition  shall  be 
paid.  Sec.  338. 

Dec.  31  -  Charges  for  destruction  of  pests  not  paid  before  this 
date  shall  be  added  to  taxes  on  land.  Sec.  278. 
Dec.  31  -  Financial  year  closes.  Sec.  69. 

Dec.  31  -  Prior  to  this  date  council  shall  provide  for  nomination 
on  third  Saturday  in  February  or  three  days  before  or  after.  Sec.  96(1), 
(3). 

Dec.  31  -  Assessor  to  completehis  assessments  by  this  date.  Sec. 
15  Assessment  Act. 

Town  and  Village  Act 

Every  Month 

1 5th-Secretary-treasurer  shall  prepare  statement  of  monies  received 
and  their  disposition,  submit  to  council  at  next  meeting  and  enter  in 
minutes.  Sec.  67(r). 

Dec.  1  -  Final  quarter  of  Municipal  Hospital  Requisition  due  . 
(Sec.  112(5)  Municipal  Hospitals  Act). 

Dec.  1  -  Final  installment  of  Hospitalization  Benefits  Act  re- 
quisition due.  (Sec.  12  Hospitalization  Benefits  Act). 

Dec.  15  -  Final  quarter  of  school  requisition  due.  Sec.  355. 

Dec.  31  -  Assessor  to  completehis  assessments  by  this  date.  Sec. 
15  Assessment  Act. 

Dec.  31  -  Secretary-treasurer  shall  prepare  to  finalize  books  and 
records  for  audit.  Sec.  67 (t) . 

Tax  Recovery  Act 
Dec.  31  -  Taxes  deemed  in  arrears  if  unpaid  after  this  date,  unless 
later  date  lawfully  fixed  for  payment.  Sec.  3(9)  and  4(4).  • 

*  *  *  * 

First  parking  meters  in  the  world  were  installed  in  Oklahoma 
City,  July  16,  1925  .  .  .  just  25  years  ago. 


LETHBRIDGE  .  .  .  HOW  IT  BEGAN 
(From  Page  1) 

Whoop- Up,  and  the  colorful  name  stuck.  It  was  this  fort  the  Mounted 
Pol  ice  (originals)  found  nestled  under  the  bank  of  the  confluence  of 
the  Belly  and  St.  Mary  Rivers  in  1874. 

In  the  year  1870  just  after  the  last  great  Indian  battle  there 
arrived  at  Fort  Whoop-Up  a  Mr.  NickSheran  who  opened  a  coal  mine 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  the  present  city  of  Lethbridge. 
His  sister.  Marcel  I  a,  kept  house  for  him,  and  when  she  was  married 
to  Joseph  MacFarlane  at  Fort  Whoop-Up  in  1877  by  Father  Seal  Ion, 
it  was  the  first  white  marriage  to  take  place  in  this  district. 

When  the  Mounted  Police  arrived  at  Fort  Whoop-Up  in  1874, 
they  were  greeted  by  the  American  flag  flying  above  the  Fort.  The 
traders  had  vanished,  after  burying  their  liquor,  and  left  an  old  man 
in  charge  of  the  fort. 

The  Mounted  Police  managed  to  get  in  touch  with  Healy  and 
Hamilton  and  offered  to  buy  the  fort  for  $10,000  but  they  wanted 
$25,000  because  it  was  new  and  strongly  built.  The  price  was  con- 
sidered to  be  too  high,  so  the  Mounted  Police  travelled  30  miles 
further  west  to  establish  Fort  Macleod  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Old 
Man  River. 
COAL  COMPANY 

It  was  during  1879  when  Elliott  T.  Gait  was  driving  through  the 
west,  inspecting  Indian  Agencies,  that  he  noticed  the  coal  outcrops 
at  "Coal  Banks"  where  Nick  Sheran  had  opened  a  mine.  A  year  later 
he  tried  to  interest  his  father.  Sir  Alexander  Gait,  one  of  the  Fathers 
of  Confederation,  and  at  that  time  High  Commissioner  for  Canada  in 
London.  Sir  Alexandermanaged  to  interest  some  of  his  moneyed  friends 
in  these  coal  properties  and  in  1881  Sir  Alexander  along  with  his  son, 
Elliott  T.  Gait,  Mr.  Burgiss,  President  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway, 
Baroness  Burdett-Coutts,  Baring  Brothers,  bankers  and  associates, 
formed  the  North  West  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  with  William 
Lethbridge  as  President  and  Elliott  Gait  as  General  Manager.  This 
Company  was  formed  to  develop  the  coal  properties  at  "Coal  Banks". 

in  the  fall  of  1881,  the  Company  learned  that  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  would  run  its  line  near  these  coal  deposits  and  so 
sent  Captain  Nicholas  Bryant,  (who,  with  his  brother.  Captain  John 
Bryant,  had  been  working  the  Londonderry  Iron  Mines  under  lease) 
to  examine  and  report  on  these  coal  deposits.  They  wanted  to  have  a 
coal  mine  opened  in  order  to  supply  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
which  was  then  built  as  far  as  Brandon.  Captain  Bryant's  report  being 
favorable,  the  Company  decided  to  send  out  a  small  party  to  prospect 
and  do  some  development  work  before  the  railway  reached  the  coal 
fields.  Captain  Bryant,  not  being  familiar  with  coal  mining,  wished 
to  secure  a  man  with  the  necessary  knowledge  and  experience  to  open 
and  establish  a  mine.  He  asked  Mr.  H.S.  Poole,  Manager  of  the 
Acadia  Coal  Company,  Westville,  N.S.,  to  recommend  someone;  he 
chose  William  Stafford,  Sr.  After  the  necessary  arrangements  were 
made  Mr.  William  Stafford  and  son,  William,  left  Westville,  N.S., 
on  the  22nd  day  of  May,  1882;  after  travel  ling  via  Montreal,  Toronto, 
Chicago,  St.  Paul  and  Fort  Benton,  they  arrived  at  Coal  Banks  on 
June  5,  fourteen  days  after  leaving  Westville.  Howell  Harris  who  was 
running  a  livery  stable  at  Fort  Benton,  drove  them  from  Fort  Benton 
to  Coal  Banks  on  his  way  to  Fort  Macleod.  This  same  Howell  Harris 
was  later  prospecting  for  gold  at  the  head  of  the  Belly  River  in  Alberta, 
when  he  found  the  biggest  piece  of  pure  tin  on  record  for  this  contin- 
ent; his  find  is  exhibited  as  a  showpiece  in  the  United  States  assay 
office  at  Helena. 

(The  historical  notes  about  Alberta's  towns  and  cities  are 
taken  from  Surveys  prepared  by  the  Industrial  Development  Branch, 
Department  of  Industry  and  Development.  The  early  history  of 
Lethbridge  will  be  concluded  next  issue.) 

MUNICIPAL  REVENUES 


1958 

1959 

1960 

Province 

Final 

Preliminary 

Estimated 

Newfoundland 

5,584 

5, 942 

6,042 

P.E.  Island 

2,711 

2,809 

2,935 

Nova  Scotia 

38, 305 

40,652 

43,790 

New  Brunswick 

34,741 

37,016 

39,108 

Quebec 

352, 866 

390,212 

431,106 

Ontario 

657,411 

725,103 

766,791 

Manitoba 

77, 024 

81,179 

85,379 

Saskatchewan 

93,600 

97,305 

102,396 

Alberta 

140,301 

151,375 

163,602 

B.  Columbia 

148,000 

164,959 

179,448 

(000  omitted) 

(From 

D.B.S.  Report) 

